
l 
 

Version 1 May 2015 

PHARMACEUTICAL FRIDGE ALARM ACTIVATED DECISION TREE 

 

 Fridge alarm activated 

Actual temperature reading <0
oC Actual temperature reading 1oC<2oC Actual temperature >8oC 

Quarantine stock by placing 

message on fridge door  ‘Do 

not use fridge or stock 

contained in the fridge’.  

Obtain supplies from another 

clinical area 

Stock can be used.  Monitor fridge temperature each hour to ensure 
temperature does not decrease further 

Check the following: 

 fridge door is closed  

 fridge switched on and connected 

to electricity supply 

 fridge working 

Inform ward pharmacy team immediately 

within hours or if out of hours on next 

pharmacy working day 

If temperature 

decreases further Fridge working Fridge not working 

Silence alarm and leave for 15 mins 

before re-checking actual 

temperature 

Actual temperature still >80C but falling 

Leave for 15mins before re-checking 

actual temperature 

Actual temperature >8oC 

Remove stock from fridge and store in another clinical area’s pharmaceutical fridge temporarily 

Actual temperature 

+2oC+8oC range 

Reset thermometer 

Stock ok to use 

Key: 
< less than 
< less than or equal to 
> greater than 
>greater than or equal to 

Actual temperature still 

>80C and  NOT falling 
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