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PATIENT DETAILS

	Addressograph label here or
	

	Patient Name:
	Tel No:

	DoB:
	Email:

	Hospital No:
	


CONSENT FOR DISPOSAL OF PREGNANCY TISSUE
Option 1
	I confirm that I have been offered information relating to the disposal of pregnancy tissue but do not wish to know about the options.  I consent for the hospital to follow the routine process of sensitive disposal of my pregnancy tissue after it has been examined.


	Patient Signature:
	

	Print Name:
	

	Date:
	


Option 2
	I confirm that I have been given verbal and written information relating to the disposal of pregnancy tissue (following it’s examination) and based on this information:

	
	a) I consent for the hospital to undertake the cremation of the pregnancy tissue.  I understand that there will be no ashes returned to me.

	
	          Or

	
	b) I wish to make my own arrangements for burial or cremation.  Please contact me using the above details to organise this.

	I understand that blocks and slides are routinely kept as part of my medical record allowing them to be reviewed at a later date should there be a clinical need.



	
	a) I consent to the laboratory to retain the tissue blocks and slides as part of my medical record.

	
	          Or

	
	b) I would like the blocks and slides reunited with the pregnancy tissue.

	Patient Signature:
	

	Print Name:
	

	Date:
	


	Doctor/Nurse Name:
	Doctor to confirm:
	

	Signature:
	Patient given written info (if option 2)
	

	Date:
	Patient aware to contact in less than 48 hours 
	


For any specific wishes of the patient that are fully not covered by this consent form, eg declining histology, please place additional documentation in the notes and inform the laboratory accordingly.

	CONSENT FORM FOR LABORATORY SENSITIVE DISPOSAL OF EARLY PREGNANCY TISSUE (UP TO 12 WEEKS)
	


PATIENT INFORMATION

Your decisions are important to us. This information is provided to assist you in deciding how your pregnancy tissue will be disposed. If you are unsure or need further information, at any time, speak to the Doctor or Nurse looking after you. The hospital has procedures in place which are governed by the Human Tissue Authority. If you do not have any preferences over the way your pregnancy tissue is treated, these procedures will be followed.
What examination will be made of the tissue?

The tissue will be examined visually and then will be prepared for examination under the microscope in more detail. 
How will this examination help me?

Examination of the tissue and the cells present provide valuable information regarding the pregnancy tissue.  In the majority of cases this will confirm the presence of normal pregnancy tissue.  This is not a genetic test and will not give you information about why you miscarried.  In rare circumstances this will show the presence of  specific abnormalities relating to the pregnancy or the placenta.  It is important that these are identified in order to ensure there are no future implications to your health. 

Does the tissue have to be examined?

As described above, the tissue is routinely examined as it is felt to be in your best interests.  However, if you do not want your tissue to be examined you should notify your Doctor or Nurse and this will be clearly documented in your notes.

How is this examination performed?

In order to look at the tissue under the microscope, small pieces of tissue are placed into plastic blocks.  These blocks are normally about 20mm square and about 5mm thick. This is approximately the size of a fifty pence piece. This is then cut into thin slices with a sharp knife.  The slices are very thin – ten times thinner than a hair. These sections are placed on a glass slide and stained with special dyes to enable the cells to be looked at under a microscope by a specialist doctor (a pathologist) who provides the result in a written report.  These techniques are the same as those used to examine tissues from any other patient.  If tissue is examined, disposal cannot take place for 4-6 weeks.

What happens to the slides and blocks after they have been examined?

Slides and blocks are routinely kept as part of your medical record for 30 years. However, you may choose to have these reunited with the pregnancy tissue before sensitive disposal.

Why would blocks and slides be kept?

· Blocks and slides make up a part of your medical record which may be reviewed in the future if necessary.

· Blocks and slides may be used for research (helping to understand diseases) or audit (monitoring the quality of the examination process).  This would be completely anonymous.

Blocks and slides are routinely kept unless you choose not to allow this.

Will I be informed of the results?

As a general rule, assuming the tissue is normal, you will not be contacted with the results, unless you specifically tell us you would like to know.  This is to keep any distress to a minimum.  We will, of course, inform you if there are any abnormalities detected.
What are my options for disposal of the pregnancy tissue? 

We offer you the following choices:

· The hospital works closely with the local crematorium who will cremate your pregnancy tissue. The pregnancy tissue is sensitively handled by all staff throughout the process. Your pregnancy tissue is taken together with up to twelve other pregnancy tissue sets.  This is anonymous and each set is wrapped and kept separately.  No service takes place at the crematorium and any ashes will be scattered at the crematorium.  

· You may make your own arrangements for burial or cremation. If you choose to have the tissue examined under the microscope it can still be returned to you for burial or cremation.

Changing your mind

Today you will have signed the sensitive disposal form.  You can change your mind within the first 48 hours (or before you have a surgical procedure).  If you do so, then please call the early pregnancy unit on 01722 336262 ext 4431 or let the doctor who will operating on you know before the procedure.
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