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Surgical Directorate

Level 4

Salisbury District Hospital

Salisbury

Wiltshire

SP2 8BJ

Tel:  01722  425276

Date 
Dear GP

Your patient has had an unplanned  splenectomy  on ……………….   To ensure that they develop sufficient antibodies vaccination is delayed until at least 2 weeks post-operatively.  

The following vaccination schedule should be followed for adults and children over 5
	Immunisation for patients undergoing splenectomy 

(for children under 5 refer to the Green Book Immunisation against infectious diseases)

	At least 2 weeks post splenectomy
	8 weeks after the Menitorix and Pneumovax II and first dose of Bexsero

	Menitorix 

Pneumovax II

Bexsero


	Menveo

Bexsero

	Offer annual seasonal flu vaccine to all patients 

and pandemic flu vaccine (if not previously vaccinated) 

No need to administer Pneumovax II vaccine  if patient has received within last 5 years


The patient received the following vaccinations whilst an inpatient

	                                         Vaccine administered
	Date administered

	
	

	
	

	
	


Antibiotic prophylaxis post splenectomy
Adult patients should continue on life-long antibiotic prophylaxis with either penicillin V 500mg twice daily or erythromycin 250mg twice daily. For children see dosing advice in clinical guideline on hospital intranet, follow links ICID>Medicines Management>Guidance>Antimicrobial Medicine.
Emergency Antibiotics to carry post splenectomy
Patients should be prescribed an emergency supply of antibiotics to start if any symptoms of infection occur, such as sore throat or raised temperature and instructed to go to an Accident & Emergency department immediately (within 2 hours). For choice of antibiotics see advice in clinical guideline on hospital intranet, follow links ICID>Medicines Management>Guidance>Antimicrobial Medicine.

Yours sincerely,

Signature

Print name 

Sent on behalf of the Surgical Directorate Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust







Patient Addressograph








