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Risk Feeding Decision Tree

Mental Capacity Assessment

Can patient make an informed “capacitated” decision re: their 

nutrition/hydration plan (including risk feeding).

No

Declines to comply with SaLT 

recommendations or alternative 

feeding (a capacitated but “unwise 

decision”)

‘ capacitated risk 

feeding’.

Discharged from SaLT

Yes

Does patient 

have a LPA 

health / 

welfare

Yes No

Education with LPA 

to discuss SaLT 

recommendations

Do they have a valid 

advanced decision in 

writing refusing 

alternative feeding

Does LPA 

agree

Yes

No

Risk feeding 

as per 

advanced 

decision

Document on 

risk feeding 

protocol

Outcome and 

decision (risk 

feeding or SaLT 

recommendations)

Yes

No

Risk feeding 

contact SaLT for 

further advice if 

needed.

Z;\SLT Admin\Office\Adult Team\Risk feeding decision tree

Document on 

risk feeding 

protocol

Best interest 

decision.  

Least 

restrictive 

option consult 

with family/

MDT/IMCA

Document on 

risk feeding 

protocol

Outcome and 

decision (risk 

feeding or 

SaLT 

recommendati

ons)

Best interest 

decision.  

Least 

restrictive 

option consult 

with family/

MDT/IMCA

*NB: if LPA makes decisions not in patients best interests 

this may require a safeguarding alert
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Risk Feeding Decision Tree
Mental Capacity Assessment
Can patient make an informed “capacitated” decision re: their nutrition/hydration plan (including risk feeding).
No
Declines to comply with SaLT recommendations or alternative feeding (a capacitated but “unwise decision”)
‘ capacitated risk feeding’.
Discharged from SaLT
Yes
Does patient have a LPA health / welfare
Yes
No
Education with LPA to discuss SaLT recommendations
Do they have a valid advanced decision in writing refusing alternative feeding
Does LPA agree
Yes
No
Risk feeding as per advanced decision
Document on risk feeding protocol
Outcome and decision (risk feeding or SaLT recommendations)
Yes
No
Risk feeding contact SaLT for further advice if needed.
Z;\SLT Admin\Office\Adult Team\Risk feeding decision tree
Document on risk feeding protocol
Best interest decision.  Least restrictive option consult with family/MDT/IMCA
Document on risk feeding protocol
Outcome and decision (risk feeding or SaLT recommendations)
Best interest decision.  Least restrictive option consult with family/MDT/IMCA
*NB: if LPA makes decisions not in patients best interests this may require a safeguarding alert



