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BiPAP Risk Assessment                                       
	
	1
	2
	3

	Reason for therapy
	Continuation of home therapy 
	Exacerbation of COPD or establishing patient onto home therapy 
	Pneumonia with no previous diagnosed history of COPD

	Respiratory status
	FiO2 < 28% 
	FiO2 28% to 49% but able to cough and expectorate 
	FiO2 > 50% or with sputum retention

	Neurological status
	· Alert and able to summon assistance 

· Able to fit and/or remove mask 
	· Drowsy but able to summon assistance 

· Needs help to fit mask but able to remove mask 
	· Unconscious GCS < 10 and not able to summon assistance 

· Confused and/or agitated and not able to fit or remove mask 

	Cardiovascular status
	Haemodynamically stable


	Cardiovascular instability requiring intervention with fluids
	Cardiovascular instability requiring more than one intervention i.e drugs and fluid

	Gastrointestinal status
	No evidence of nausea and vomiting 


	Nasogastric tube insitu
	History of vomiting or feeling nauseated 

	Acid base balance
	Normal gas exchange for patient 
	Primary respiratory acidosis pH 7.25-7.35 


	Respiratory acidosis pH <7.25

Mixed respiratory and metabolic acidosis 

	Interface
	· Patients own equipment with vented and anti-asphyxiation mask

· Hospital equipment with vented mask (non-invasive)
	Hospital equipment with unvented mask (non-invasive)


	Tracheostomy (invasive)
(this should only happen in an HDU setting)


	Date
	Reason for therapy
	Respiratory status
	Neurological status
	Cardiovascular status
	Gastrointestinal status
	Acid base balance
	Interface 
	Total score
	Action taken (if applicable)
	Signature and band
	Date of next assessment 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All patients receiving NIV in the acute phase must receive a minimum of 1:2 nursing ratio. That period to be decided by the Respiratory Physicians or CCOT.

            Score 8 or less: at risk

· Follow respiratory team plan
	Score 9 to 12: high risk

· Continuous oxygen saturation monitoring

· Hourly cardiovascular monitoring  

· Nursing ratio 1:6
	Score 12 and above: very high risk

· Continuous oxygen saturation monitoring

· Hourly cardiovascular monitoring 

· Cardiac monitoring 

· Complete a risk assessment  and inform the Directorate Senior Nurse 

· Consider transfer to a level 2 facility

· Increase nursing ratio to 1:1
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