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Appendix F 
Patient related equipment management: procurement, use and maintenance
Any item of patient lifting equipment supplied by the Trust and asset registered with the Medical Equipment Library will:
· Have a clearly identified Safe Working Load (SWL).
· Have a unique identifying asset number.
· Be subject to a thorough LOLER inspection and service.
· Undergo a thorough examination following any repair, alteration or damage to the equipment.

As soon as equipment is found to be defective, staff must-
· Remove the equipment from use immediately
· Clearly mark that it should not be used
· Report the faulty equipment to MDMS
Pre-use requirements 
No lifting equipment will be procured or bought into use by the Trust without the knowledge of Medical Devices and the Manual Handling Advisor. This is to reduce the purchase of inappropriate/unsuitable lifting equipment. 
Use of the equipment
Lifting equipment provided by the Trust must only be used and operated by personnel who have received sufficient information, instruction, and training, in the safe and proper use of that equipment. Training can be from a ward or department manual handling keyworker, a competent member of staff, the Manual Handling Advisor, the MDMS trainer or the Trust Manual Handling Trainer.
A visual examination of the equipment must be carried out by the user prior to any use. Any defects identified must result in the equipment being removed from use, clearly marked as defective and reported to the Medical Devices as soon as possible.
Provision of equipment supplied.
Lifting equipment will only be provided by the Trust as a result of the completion of a manual handling risk assessment where existing control measures are not adequate.  Any such lifting equipment provided by the Trust must be suitable and sufficient for its intended purpose and used only for its intended purpose. Managers and manual handling keyworkers should risk assess the needs of the patient and the type of equipment required. Advice can be sought from the Manual Handling Advisor bleep 1013.
The type and amount of equipment needed will vary according to the specific needs of the patient. 
When providing equipment, providers should and must consider-
· the needs of the individual – helping to maintain the patient’s independence
· the safety of the individual and staff 

Necessary equipment may include:

· a selection of hoists – e.g., hoists to raise fallen individuals from the floor, standing hoists, mobile hoists etc.

· bath hoists or bath lifts and/or adjustable height baths

· a sufficient number of slings of different types and sizes

· slide sheets

· transfer boards used to assist in moving from and to different furniture (e.g., seat to wheelchair)

· turntables used to assist in turning people around

· electric profiling beds – for dependent/immobile residents

· wheelchairs

· Handling belts to assist patients who can support their own weight, e.g., to help them stand up. They should NOT be used for lifting

· lifting cushions used to assist people to get up from the floor or bath

· bed levers, support rails/poles

· emergency evacuation equipment

· suitable walking aids, handrails etc. for people needing minor assistance

· bariatric equipment (i.e., for use with very heavy people)

Introduce equipment only after assessment and use in accordance with the care plan and manufacturer’s instructions. 
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