Bladder Care Flowchart                 To be used in conjunction with the SFT bladder policy.

Document time of last void prior to birth OR catheter removal
Continue 4 hourly fluid balance chart.


4 hours
6 hours
TWOC complete
Volume < 150ml
Continue to assess:               Go back to start of flowchart

Intermittent catheter without delay to assess residual volume        DO NOT USE BLADDER SCANNER in first 10 postnatal days
Unable to PU within 4 hours since last void prior to birth OR Unable to PU within 4 hours of catheter removal OR unable to PU or fully empty (antenatally)
Simple supportive measures                                     (analgesia, fluid balance, mobilisation, relaxation, etc)
Volume 150 – 500 ml
Volume 500ml – 1L
Volume ≥ 1L
Continue to assess:               Go back to start of flowchart
PU 200 – 999ml**
Unable to PU and 2nd catheter volume 150 - 500ml
Catheter for 7 days      Consider UTI        Obstetric review       DATIX                           PPHS referral


Catheter for 48 hours      Consider UTI        Obstetric review       DATIX                           PPHS referral


Catheter for 24 hours      Consider UTI        Obstetric review 


Unable to PU within 6 hours since last void prior to birth OR Unable to PU within 6 hours of catheter removal 
Normal sensation and flow? In line with fluid balance?

Any symptoms of urinary dysfunction AT ANY TIME, skip to intermittent catheterisation.



PU <200ml
PU 200 – 999ml**
PU* ≥ 1L

Normal sensation and flow? In line with fluid balance?

Catheter for 48 hours     Consider UTI        Obstetric review       DATIX                           PPHS referral



2nd PU < 200ml
Continue to assess:               4hrly fluid balance               4hrly voids



2nd PU 200-999mls
Continue to assess: 4hrly fluid balance 4hrly voids

PU 200 – 999ml**

Normal sensation and flow? In line with fluid balance? TWOC complete.


Normal sensation and flow? In line with fluid balance?



3rd PU < 200ml

TWOC complete









 TWOC complete

*PU = pass urine
** If PU >600 ml, advise not delaying going to PU when feels urge, check not over-hydrating, signpost to bladder care leaflet. 
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